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Paragraph 1- Summary
1.  Read the entire article and write down the gist.  This will likely become your topic sentence.
2. Summarize the article.

a. Use your own words to explain the main ideas of the article. 

b. Look for and include information about all of the essential questions in the summary:  who, what, where, when, why, and how.  

c. Utilize key statistics and quotes as necessary.  Always explain them in your own words.
3.  Stick to the facts.  This paragraph should not include your interpretation of events.
Paragraph 2- Analysis

1. Analyze the article.  

a. State why the event is important in your own words.  
b. In addition to interpreting the importance of the article, you may find it useful to include one or more of the following in the paragraph:
1. A determination of whether the article shows bias in any way.  If so, explain how it is biased.

2. Unanswered questions related to the event.

3. Your own educated conclusion about the topic.  

a. This might include a prediction about what will happen because of the event.  
General Guidelines
-There should be at least five to six sentences per paragraph.

- If you are asked to select your own article, be sure it is newsworthy and of appropriate length and content for school.  Sports related articles may not be summaries of games.

-Always attach the article or a link to it.

Current Event Rubric Scoring
100- The write up includes two complete paragraphs.  The student correctly states the gist of the article.  The article includes several specific facts, examples and details from the text in the summary paragraph.  The analysis attempts to go beyond a simple opinion and describes why the topic is important or comments on the article itself appropriately.  The article is attached to the text and is of appropriate length, date, and content.
85- The student attempts to include two paragraphs, but one may be slightly too short or lack important details.   The student may not include the article with the summary.  The student may attempt to complete the analysis, but struggles to go beyond a simple opinion.
70- The student’s summary and/or analysis may be incorrect or incomplete.  They may also be missing the article.  There may not be 5-6 sentences in either paragraph.
50- The student includes either the summary or the analysis, but not both paragraphs.

